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ACT ONE

EXT. KWIK-E-MART - DAY

HOMER exits from his car, whistling nonchalantly to himself 
as he heads inside the Kwik-E-Mart.

INT. KWIK-E-MART - DAY

APU stands behind the counter, hands in the air, the victim 
of yet another robbery by SNAKE JAILBIRD.

But Homer walks past, as if the situation is just another 
day.

HOMER
Morning Apu. Morning Snake.

He heads towards the shelves to pick up some snacks.

APU
(to Snake)

Not that I don’t appreciate these 
weekly get-togethers, but there are 
other stores in Springfield!

SNAKE
I know dude. But when you build a 
rapport with someone, you kinda 
wanna stick with them. See ya!

Snake runs out with his takings.

APU
Awww. Thank you! Come again!

Homer heads to the counter with his purchases.

HOMER
So Apu, what’s new in your neck of 
the woods?

APU
Nothing much. I get up. I come to 
work. I stand here all day. It’s 
not a particularly busy--

HOMER
Stop! Stop! I’m jealous enough 
already. You’re living the dream! 
Martin Luther King would be so 
proud.
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Suddenly a news bulletin on the television interrupts their 
conversation. News Anchor KENT BROCKMAN stands in front of an 
office building.

KENT BROCKMAN
This is Kent Brockman coming to you 
live from the US headquarters of 
world-renowned convenience store, 
the Kwik-E-Mart. And no, there 
isn’t a long overdue sale on anti-
aging cream, no matter how much the 
ladies in the office might need it. 
HA!

Someone passes Brockman a piece of paper from off-screen.

KENT BROCKMAN (CONT’D)
And I’ve just been informed I’ve 
been accused of sexual harassment, 
sued and found guilty. That’s 
liberal justice for you! Anyway, 
Channel Six can exclusively report 
that the Kwik-E-Mart has filed for 
Chapter 11.

Apu is horrified!

APU
Chapter 11! No!

HOMER
They’re publishing a book?

APU
Bankruptcy, Homer! The Kwik-E-
Mart’s gone bankrupt! Argh!

Brockman continues his news bulletin.

KENT BROCKMAN
With me today is the CEO of Kwik-E-
Mart America, Mr Hutton. How are 
you sir?

MR HUTTON, a dishevelled-looking and drunk businessman takes 
a swing of vodka.

MR HUTTON
Great, Kent. This is how happy 
people dress.

KENT BROCKMAN
What exactly is the plan to deal 
with the Kwik-E-Mart’s creditors?
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MR HUTTON
Our first job will be to take 
inventory of all our stores and 
prevent any looting.

KENT BROCKMAN
But isn’t that a big ask? 
Especially in the riot-prone 
places, like Chicago or 
Charlottesville? I mean, you’ve got 
nearly 3000 stores nationwide.

MR HUTTON
Indeed Kent. Which is why, in order 
to deal with possible bankruptcy, 
the Kwik-E-Mart spent hundreds of 
millions of dollars on top of the 
line security.

Mr Hutton holds up a remote and presses down on a big red 
button.

EXT. KWIK-E-MART - DAY

*SLAM* Doors shut. Shutters come down over all the windows. 
Locks click closed. The Kwik-E-Mart is now an impregnable 
fortress!

INT. KWIK-E-MART - DAY

KENT BROCKMAN
But what about your employees?

MR HUTTON
Not to worry Kent. The well-being 
of our employees is the Kwik-E-
Mart’s top priority.

The TV switches off and out of the store counter rise two 
items: a hamster water bottle and food pellet bottle.

APU
No! No! No! By Ganesh! Things 
haven’t been this bad since the Be 
Sharps broke up.

HOMER
The Be what?

APU
The Be Sharps? Our barbershop 
quartet?
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Homer looks blank.

APU (CONT’D)
You were in the group! We won a 
Grammy!

HOMER
(laughs)

Right! Next you’ll be telling me 
you have a Ph.D.!

APU
Argh! My livelihood Homer! I’ve 
lost my livelihood!

Apu sinks to the floor, depressed and leaning against the 
counter. Homer’s honestly concerned and joins him there.

HOMER
Apu, don’t be down. Losing your job 
isn’t all that bad. Look at me! I 
always bounce back.

APU
Yes, it’s amazing how many times 
old, bald, overweight white men get 
to fail upwards.

HOMER
Come on, I’m not THAT white.

APU
Homer, I’m back to where I started. 
A poor Indian who never wanted to 
come here in the first place.

HOMER
Oh! Were you like Christopher 
Columbus? Trying to find a route to 
India and accidentally discovered 
America?

APU
I lived in India! Why would I try 
to find-- Oh forget it. It’s too 
long a story.

HOMER
You may not have noticed, but we’re 
not going anywhere.

APU
Don’t you need to call the plant? 
Let them know you’re not coming in?
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HOMER
Pfff, I think a nuclear power plant 
can go a couple of hours without a 
safety inspector.

APU
*sigh* Fine. It all started with my 
younger brother, Tikku...

INT. FRONT DOOR, APU’S PARENT’S HOME, INDIA - DAY (20-ISH 
YEARS EARLIER)

Now in his early 20s, YOUNG APU enters. Suddenly he hears 
arguing and shouting.

APU’S FATHER (O.S.)
Enough with this ridiculous notion!

TIKKU (O.S.)
Appa, it’s not ridiculous!

INT. CORRIDOR - CONTINUOUS

Young Apu walks in to see his FATHER and younger brother 
TIKKU (15) arguing.

APU’S FATHER
You need to aim for something 
achievable. Like being the best 
doctor in a country with 650 
million people!

TIKKU
I don’t want to be a doctor!

APU’S FATHER
Fine! A lawyer will do!

Tikku bursts into tears and runs to his room, slamming the 
door shut. His father walks away in a huff, allowing Young 
Apu to head over and gently knock on Tikku’s door.

YOUNG APU
Tikku. Can I come in?

No answer. So he pushes open the door and enters anyway.
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INT. TIKKU’S ROOM - DAY

What greets Apu is a shrine to late 70s / early 80s American 
TV shows. Toys, posters and pictures of Mork and Mindy, Happy 
Days, Charlie’s Angels, M*A*S*H, The Muppet Show, etc.

But Young Apu’s not looking at any of that. Instead he takes 
a seat on the bed where Tikku is lying.

YOUNG APU
Don’t cry Tikku. It doesn’t matter 
what Appa says. You don’t have to 
be a doctor.

TIKKU
Really?

YOUNG APU
Of course! There are plenty of 
other jobs. You can be a dentist, a 
chiropractor, an optician, a 
surgeon, a podiatrist, a 
radiologist, a pharmacist, a 
psychologist, a psychiatrist...

TITLE CARD: “12 minutes later”

YOUNG APU (CONT’D)
... and, though it’s only a last 
resort, maybe even a dietitian!

TIKKU
Apu... I want to go to America.

YOUNG APU
Ah, plastic surgery. Good choice!

TIKKU
No! I want to be an actor. On 
American TV.

YOUNG APU
An actor? Well, I suppose acting as 
a doctor might--

TIKKU
No! Not a doctor! I want to be 
everything. A soldier, a magician, 
a policeman. Everything!

APU
I don’t know Tikku. Acting? It’s 
not for people like us.
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TIKKU
Then I’ll be the first! Watch out 
David Hasselhoff, here I come!

Young Apu gives a chuckle.

YOUNG APU
Here. I found something in the 
market that I think you’d like.

He holds out a small pendant with the I Dream of Jeannie 
logo.

TIKKU
Oh my God, Oh my God, Oh my God! I 
love that show!

He takes the pendant and places it around his neck before 
giving Young Apu a hug.

TIKKU (CONT’D)
Thanks Apu. But what if Amma or 
Appa asks what it is?

YOUNG APU
(shrugs)

Just tell them Jeannie’s one of our 
Gods. I don’t think even they know 
all 330 million of them.

They laugh and hug once more.

APU (V.O.)
It was a happy time.

INT. KWIK-E-MART - DAY (PRESENT)

HOMER
So why did you leave India then?

APU
A couple of weeks later war broke 
out and we had to flee.

HOMER
A war? Over what?

APU
Like most wars... Over something 
really stupid.
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EXT. STREETS OF INDIA - DAY (PAST)

Two restaurants stand opposite each other with a huge mob of 
people in front of them. Leading each group is ROTI LEADER 
and CHAPATI LEADER.

ROTI LEADER
Roti shall be our national bread!

CHAPATI LEADER
No! Chapati shall be the national 
bread of India!

ROTI LEADER
I’ll kill you, you son of a bitch!

Roti Leader launches himself at his opponent and starts 
beating the hell out of him with a pair of rotis. Soon the 
entire mob is at each other’s throats.

HOMER (V.O.)
Err, Apu... What’s the difference?

APU (V.O.)
Not much. Think of it like the 
difference between Pepsi and Coke.

HOMER (V.O.)
Oh right... Coke obviously.

APU (V.O.)
How can you not choose Pepsi?!?

EXT. JUNGLE - DAY

Young Apu and Tikku hide behind a rock as a small group of 
Chapati-wielding maniacs rampage through the area.

APU (V.O.)
Sanjay, my parents and the rest of 
the family had managed to escape 
the country. But Tikku and I got 
separated from them. So we headed 
for the coast, hoping to find a 
ship.

The maniacs pass, allowing Young Apu and Tikku to come out of 
hiding.

TIKKU
Think about it, Apu. If we have to 
leave the country and find a new 
home, why not go to America?
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YOUNG APU
Tikku! Getting to America isn’t 
easy. What do you think? We get to 
the harbour and there’s a ship with 
a sign saying “Going to America?”

EXT. INDIAN HARBOUR - DAY

Young Apu and Tikku stand while looking at a ship that has a 
sign saying “Going to America?”

YOUNG APU
Well, that showed me.

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - NIGHT

Young Apu and Tikku’s ship sails the sea on a quiet starry 
night.

APU (V.O.)
We spent the last bit of money we 
had buying tickets and prayed that 
Lord Ganesh would protect us.

INT. HOLD - NIGHT

Hundreds of unhappy Indians are squashed together. Plus one 
Irish man called PADDY.

TIKKU
Sorry, just one more time. You came 
to India for a better life?

PADDY
O ai. Good old Paddy here thought 
he could spread a bit of Irish 
cheer. Be the first ever Irish-
Indian!

YOUNG APU
You were going to start a family?

PADDY
Dearie no. I was going to grow 
Irish folk! In them Indian paddy 
fields! Course, if I’d known the 
Indians only use them to grow 
rice...

9.

10.



10.

11.

YOUNG APU
(laughs)

Next you’ll be telling us you tried 
to grow lady’s fingers!

Paddy holds up a necklace of actual human ladies’ fingers.

PADDY
Just need to find the right type of 
soil!

Paddy walks away leaving a horrified Young Apu.

YOUNG APU
I think it might be a good idea to 
warn the captain that Irish Ted 
Bundy is onboard.

TIKKU
Okay Apu.

Tikku hugs his older brother.

YOUNG APU
What was that for?

TIKKU
Just a thank you. For helping my 
dream come true.

Young Apu smiles and pats his brother on the head.

I/E. SHIP DECK - NIGHT

Young Apu steps out just in time to see the SHIP’S CAPTAIN 
swing her leg over the side of the ship.

YOUNG APU
Umm, excuse me. Where are you 
going?

SHIP’S CAPTAIN
I’m... errr... going fishing.

Young Apu peers over the side of the ship and sees the entire 
crew waiting in a smaller boat filled with money bags.

Plus a BENGAL TIGER... Who waves hello.

YOUNG APU
What? All of you?
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SHIP’S CAPTAIN
Sure... It’s fishing season.

YOUNG APU
But isn’t it bad luck for the 
captain to leave his ship.

SHIP'S CAPTAIN
Oh, don’t you worry. The SS People 
Smuggler has never let me down so 
far.

YOUNG APU
Oh... Okay! Good luck!

SHIP'S CAPTAIN
You too! I mean...

The Ship’s Captain quickly descends the ladder, leaving Young 
Apu to wave goodbye.

APU (V.O.)
I never did find out whether those 
guys made a good catch.

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - NIGHT

The ship tosses and turns as the wind and waves threaten to 
overturn the ship. A storm is upon them.

INT. CORRIDOR - NIGHT

Pushing panicked Indians out of his way, Young Apu runs 
frantically down the corridor.

YOUNG APU
Tikku! Tikku! Where are you?

He tries a door.

INT. DOOR ONE - CONTINUOUS

Young Apu enters and is greeted by Williem Dafoe covered in 
leeches.

WILLIEM DAFOE
Time for group therapy boys.

Young Apu gingerly exits.
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INT. DOOR TWO - CONTINUOUS

In this one Young Apu finds Paddy filling a large flower pot 
with dirt while a RESIGNED INDIAN stands inside it.

RESIGNED INDIAN
(shrugs)

I thought I’d indulge him.

INT. DOOR THREE - CONTINUOUS

Young Apu opens the door to see Leonardo DiCaprio drawing 
Kate Winslet like one of his French girls.

YOUNG APU
Excuse me.

He exits. But then comes back in, snaps a Polaroid, then gets 
the hell out of there.

INT. CORRIDOR - CONTINUOUS

YOUNG APU
TIKKU!!!

EXT. OPEN OCEAN - NIGHT

But it’s too late. The ship tips over and sinks. Wreckage 
floats to the surface, as well as a few survivors, including 
Young Apu.

He clambers aboard a piece of wood and scans the area. He 
only sees a few things: Winslet punching DiCaprio in the face 
and claiming the door for herself, Jaws snapping up Quint, 
and Paddy now watering the pot with the Resigned Indian.

But no Tikku.

Suddenly he sees something shimmer in the water. Young Apu 
grabs at it...

... and drags out the I Dream of Jeannie pendant. 

But it’s broken. All that remains is... 

I Dream.

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

INT. KWIK-E-MART - DAY (PRESENT)

Homer and Apu are still sat on the floor, now with a few open 
snacks and drinks littered around them.

HOMER
I’m so sorry Apu. I know how you 
feel.

APU
Really?

HOMER
Of course! I lost my brother too. 
Well, I bankrupted his entire 
company and made him homeless. But, 
you know, same difference!

APU
Anyway... A few of us were rescued. 
And within a few weeks...

EXT. AMERICAN HARBOUR - DAY (PAST)

The Statue of Liberty looms large in the distance as Young 
Apu looks proudly up at it.

APU (V.O.)
I finally made it to America. Lady 
Liberty herself was there to greet 
me!

But slowly it starts to deflate, revealing that Young Apu 
isn’t in New York. Instead he’s watching an inflatable Statue 
of Liberty in Springfield Harbour.

APU (V.O.)
I knew I needed to find a job. But 
it was so difficult.

INT. PAKISTANI RESTAURANT - DAY

Young Apu stands in front of PAKISTANI MANAGER.

PAKISTANI MANAGER
What’s your background?

YOUNG APU
I’m from India.
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PAKISTANI MANAGER
This is a Pakistani restaurant. We 
don’t hire Indians.

INT. INDIAN RESTAURANT - DAY

Young Apu stands in front of INDIAN MANAGER.

INDIAN MANAGER
What’s your background?

YOUNG APU
I’m from Pakistan.

INDIAN MANAGER
This is an Indian restaurant. We 
don’t hire Pakistanis.

INT. MOE’S TAVERN - DAY

Young Apu stands in front of MOE.

MOE
What’s your background?

YOUNG APU
I’m... errr...

(looks Moe up and down)
White?

MOE
Same here! We have so much in 
common! You got the job!

INT. KWIK-E-MART - DAY (PRESENT)

HOMER
Oh yeah! Isn’t Moe’s where we first 
met? If I remember, we got along 
pretty well!

Apu raises his eyebrow.

INT. MOE’S TAVERN - DAY (PAST)

YOUNG HOMER (with hair!) sits at the bar, with YOUNG LENNY 
and YOUNG KARL, as he converses with Young Apu.

YOUNG HOMER
Okay, one more time.
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Young Apu sighs.

YOUNG APU
It’s “Apu”.

YOUNG LENNY
A-Goo?

YOUNG APU
Apu!

YOUNG KARL
A-Jew?

YOUNG APU
Apuuuu!

YOUNG HOMER
Hehe. Poo!

Everyone starts laughing, leaving Young Apu dejected.

INT. KWIK-E-MART - DAY (PRESENT)

Homer holds up his hands in defeat.

HOMER
Ok, I’ll admit it. I was an ass.

APU
Don’t worry. I’ve taken my revenge 
by adding 20% to every purchase 
you’ve ever made here.

HOMER
You bastard! I thought it was only 
15!

Apu sighs.

APU
Moe was very kind. But I couldn’t 
let Tikku down. I was determined 
his American Dream was going to be 
my American Dream. It wasn’t easy, 
but I managed to get a few 
auditions and finally a commercial.
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INT. IRANIAN PALACE/SOUNDSTAGE - DAY (PAST)

Young Apu stands in front of a camera while dressed up as 
Ayatollah Khomeini, reading the script, getting makeup done 
and talking to the DIRECTOR.

YOUNG APU
Are you sure I should be playing 
the Ayatollah? I mean, isn’t there 
a hostage crisis in Iran right now?

DIRECTOR
Don’t worry. This commercial is 
intended to build bridges. Plus we 
have the foremost experts on hand 
to help.

(shouts)
Isn’t that right, Mr Rushdie?

SALMAN RUSHDIE sits in the corner scribbling in a book.

SALMAN RUSHDIE
One minute! I just need to finish 
these verses!

DIRECTOR
Alright Apu, when you’re ready.

Jaunty music begins.

YOUNG APU
(singing & dancing)

If you fear the Ayatollah.       
I’m actually like Buzz Cola.  
Brown, bubbly, and truly sweet.  
That’s the Ayatollah!

INT. KWIK-E-MART - DAY (PRESENT)

APU
That commercial extended the 
hostage crisis by six months!

HOMER
Damn Buzz Cola and their catchy 
jingles!

APU
It got me on the ladder though. I 
was in television! And people loved 
me. I ended up on so many shows.
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APU (CONT'D)

18.

Apu pulls out a bunch of photographs and hands them to Homer. 
Each photo of Young Apu posing in multiple “Indian jobs”; 
like Snake Charmer, a Call-Centre phone operator, Yoga 
Teacher, a Thuggee eating monkey brains, etc.

The last photo has Young Apu completely naked.

HOMER
Argh! Why are you naked?

APU
Secrets of the Kama Sutra. The 10 
tape special edition. Apparently 
being able to do a Mitch Gaylord 
level of sexual gymnastics was the 
only time to hire an Indian.

HOMER
Well, you do have eight kids! But 
why aren’t you still an actor?

APU
Because, after a while, I realised 
being an Indian was all they 
wanted. They didn’t want me as a 
policeman or a soldier. Not even a 
doctor!

HOMER
Hehe. I suppose an Indian doctor’s 
pretty out there! But does it 
matter? You were working. Making 
people laugh. Making them happy. 
How is that bad?

APU
Because, Homer, I was the 
punchline. Not the jokes. Not the 
words. They were laughing at what I 
was. That wasn’t what Tikku 
wanted... So I walked away. Got my 
Ph.D. instead. And paid for it by 
working here.

(gestures around him)
Because where else could an Indian 
work but in a convenience store?

HOMER
You don’t like working in the Kwik-
E-Mart?

APU
That’s the thing, I love working 
here. 

(MORE)
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The people, the sounds, even the 
occasional bullet wound. But this 
store always represented my failure 
with Tikku... And now I’ve failed 
again.

Apu starts to cry.

HOMER
Don’t cry Apu. You know, I think I 
understand what you’re going 
through.

APU
(sarcastically)

Sure you do.

HOMER
No really. I had a dream--

APU
What is it with you and Martin 
Luther King?!?

HOMER
Woah, woah. I mean, there was a 
time, long ago, where I dreamed 
about working in a bowling alley. 
It was all I ever wanted. But then 
Maggie was born and I had to accept 
that it would never happen.

APU
So?

HOMER
Because I realised that even if I 
couldn’t achieve my dream, maybe I 
could help my kids reach theirs.

Homer places his hand on Apu’s shoulder.

HOMER (CONT’D)
We’re both the same, Apu. Neither 
us or Tikku will have our dreams 
come true. But that’s okay. Because 
it’s our job to help the next 
generation. Anoop, Nabendu, Priya, 
Uma, Poonam, Sashi, Gheet, Sandeep. 
Do it for them. Make their dreams 
come true.

APU
Oh my god...

APU (CONT'D)
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HOMER
What? Did I get them wrong?

APU
No! You got them all right!

HOMER
Not bad for a man who once couldn’t 
pronounce Apu!

The two friends laugh and hug...

But are interrupted by the sound of rising shutters.

They jump to their feet to see that all the security systems 
have been deactivated and three members of the Kwik-E-Mart’s 
bankruptcy team enter.

The TEAM LEADER steps forward, flipping through the pages on 
his clipboard.

TEAM LEADER
Are you Dr. Apu Nahasapeemapetilon?

APU
Yes...

TEAM LEADER
Hmmm... According to the 
paperwork... you own this building 
and just licence the Kwik-E-Mart 
name?

APU
What?!?

TEAM LEADER
Yes, you’ve been paying us a couple 
of hundred dollars every year.

APU
That’s what the money was for?!? I 
thought it was to bribe your health 
department?!?

TEAM LEADER
(chuckles)

Oh god no. They need at least a few 
thousand. So, until bankruptcy 
procedures are completed, would you 
like to stay part of the Kwik-E-
Mart family?

Apu gives the broadest smile he’s given all morning.
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LATER

Apu and Homer stand in the Kwik-E-Mart’s doorway watching as 
the bankruptcy team drive away.

HOMER
It’s nearly lunchtime. All this 
motionless listening has made me 
work up quite an appetite. See you 
around Apu!

Homer takes a few steps out the exit...

APU
Hey Homer?

HOMER
Yeah?

APU
It was nice telling my story to 
someone.

He holds out his hand and the two friends shake.

APU (CONT’D)
Thank you.

A beat.

HOMER
(prompting)

...Come again.

Apu chuckles.

APU
Not for a little while, old friend.

INT. KWIK-E-MART - NIGHT

Darkness has fallen as Apu places a sign in the window.

“CLOSED FOR FAMILY REASONS. WILL REOPEN END OF THE MONTH”

He closes his eyes... Seemingly deep in thought...

BEEP... BEEP... BEEP...

Rapid footsteps intermingle with the beeps...
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INT. HOSPITAL ROOM - NIGHT (FUTURE)

A grown Indian man rushes in. His name is SANDEEP. A baseball 
player who’s still wearing his uniform. He looks over to the 
bed which his seven brothers and sisters surround.

There an OLD APU lies as he approaches the end of his life.

Though a little weak, Old Apu takes in the sight of his eight 
grown children. A chef, a baseball player, an Air Force 
pilot, a businesswoman, a policeman, a Pandit, a guitarist, 
and the Mayor.

All of them different.

All of them unique.

All of them as successful as they can be.

But Old Apu seems sad. A few tears run down his cheek.

OLD APU
I’m sorry, my children. I’m sorry I 
wasted my life.

NABENDU
Don’t say that Appa.

PRIYA
Everything we are. Everything we’ve 
done. It’s because of you.

POONAM
Our achievements are your 
achievements.

OLD APU
I achieved...

SANDEEP
You achieved everything.

Old Apu smiles as he moves his hand over his heart.

And in it dangles Tikku’s pendant.

I Dream.

FADE TO BLACK.

ROLL CREDITS.
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